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THE TRESIDENT'S MESSAGE suls of Gernmny was claimed under the
most favored nation provision of our
own convention and wa3 promptly
recognized.

Tho long standing demand of Anto-
nio Mapimo Mora against Spain has at
last been settled by the payment, on the
14th of September lust, of the sum orig-

inally agreed upon in liquidation of the
clulm. Its distribution among the par-tic- s

entitled to receive it has proceeded
as rapidly as the rights of those claim-

ing the fund could be safely deter--

influential deterrent of any similar out-
breaks.

The energetic steps we have thus ta-

ken are all the more likely to result in
future safety to our citizens in China,
because the Imperial government is, I
am persuaded, entirely convinced that
vve desire only the liberty and protec-
tion of our own citizens and redress
for any wrongs they may have suffered
and that we have no ulterior designs
or objects, political or otherwise. China
will not forget either our kindly ser-
vice to her citizens during her late war
nor the further fact, while furnishing'
all the facilities at our command to fur-
ther the negotiation of a peace between
her and Japan, we sought 'no advan-
tages and Interposed no counsel.

The governments of both China and
Japan have in special dispatches trans-
mitted through their respective diplo-
matic representatives expressed in a
most pleasing manner their grateful
appreciation of our assistance to their
citizens during the unhappy struggle
and of the value of our aid in paving
the way to their resumption of peaceful
relations.

The customary cordial relations be-
tween this country and France have
been undisturbed, with the exception
that a full explanation, of the treat-
ment of John L. Waller by the Expedi-
tionary military authorities of France
Still remains to be given. Mr. Waller,
formerly United States consul to Tama-tav- e,

remained In 'Madagascar after his
term of office expired, and was
apparently successful in procuring
business concessions from the Ho-v- as

of greater or less value.
After the occupation of Tamative and
the declaration of martial law by the
French, he was arrested upon, various
charge?, among them that of communi-
cating military Information to the ene-

mies of France, was tried and convicted
by a military tribunal, and sentenced
to twenty years imprisonment. Fol-
lowing the course justified by abundant
precedents this government requested
from that of France the record of the
proceedings of the French tribunal
which resulted in Mr. Wallers condem-
nation. This request has been com-

plied with to the extent of supplying
a copy of the official record, from which
appear the constitution' and organiza-
tion of the court, the charges' as for-
mulated, and the .general course and re-

sult of the trial, and by which it is
shown that the accused was tried in
open court and was defended by coun-
sel. But the evidence adduced in sup-
port of the charges which was not re-
ceived by the French minister for for-

eign affairs till the first week in Octo-'be- r
has thus far been withheld, the

French government taking the ground
that its production in response to our
demand would establish a bad preced-
ent. The efforts of our ambassador to
procure it, however, though impeded
by recent changes in the French minis-
try, have not been relaxed, and it is
confidently expected that some Satis-

factory solution of the matter will
shortly be reached. Meanwhile it ap-

pears that Mr. Waller's confinement
has every alleviation which the state
of his health and all the other circum-
stances of the case demand or permit.

In agreeable contrast' to the difference
above noted repecting matter of com-
mon concern where nothing is sought
except such a mutually satisfactory
outcome as the true merits of the case
require, is the recent resolution of the
French chambers favoring the conclu-
sion of a permanent treaty of arbitra-
tion 'between the two countries. An in-

vitation has been extended by France
to the 'government and people of the
United States to participate in. a great
international exposition at Paris in 1900
as a. suitable commemoration of the
close of this, the world's marvellous
century of progress. I heartily recom-
mend its acceptance, together with
such legislation as will adequately pro-
vide for a due representation of this
government and its people on. the occa-
sion.

Our relations with the states of the
Germany empire are, in some aspects,
typical of a condition of things else-
where found in countries whose produc-
tions and trade are similar to our own.
The close rivalries of competing indus-
tries: the influence of the delusive doc-

trine that the internal development of a
nation is promoted and its wealth in-

creased 'by a policy which in undertak-
ing to reserve its home markets for the
exclusive use of its own producers ne-

cessarily obstructs their sales in. for-

eign markets and prevents free access
to the products of the world; the desire
to retain trade in time worn ruts re-

gardless of the Inexorable laws of new
need's and changed conditions of de-

mand and supply, and our own halt-

ing tardiness in inviting a freer
of commodities" and by this

.means importing our footing in. the ex-

ternal markets naturally open to us
have created a situation somewhat in-

jurious to American exports interests
not only in Germany, where they are
perhaps most nottceatole, but in adja-
cent countries. The exports affected
are largely American cattle and other
food products, the reason assigned for
unfavorable discrimination being that
their consumption is deleterious to the
public health. This i6 all the more

irrigating in view of the fact that no
European state is as jealous of the ex-

cellence and wholesomeness of its ex-

ported food supplies, as the United
IStatts, nor so easily aibie, on account
of Inherent soundness, to guarantee
those qualities.

Nor are these difficulties confined to
our food products designed for expor-
tation. Our great insurance compan-
ies, for example, having built up a vast
business abroad and invested a large
ehare of their gains in foreign coun-
tries in compliance with the local laws
and regulations then existing, now find
themselves within a narrowing circle
of unfors-?e- n conditions, and are con-

fronted by the necessity of retirement
from a field thus made unprofitable, if
indeed they are not summarily expelled
as some of them have lately been from
Prussia. It is not to be forgotten that in-

ternational trade cannot be one-side- d.

Its currents are alternating and us
movements should be honestly recipro-
cal. Without this it almost necessari

ly degenerates into a vice to gain ad-

vantage or a contrivance to secure ben-
efits with only the semblance of a re-

turn. In our dealings with other na-

tions we ought to be open-hande- d and
scrupulously fair. This should be our
policy as a producing nation and it
mainly becomes us, a people who love
gentrosity and the moral aspects of
national good faith and reciprocal fore-f- a

ea ranee.
These considerations should not, how-

ever, constrain us to submit to un-

fair discrimination! nor to silently
in vexatious hindrances to the

enjoyment of our share of the legiti-
mate advantages of proper trade rela-
tions. If an examination of the situa-
tion suggests such measures on our
part as would involve restrictions sim-
ilar to those from which we suffer, the
way to such a course Is easy, It
should, however, .by no means be light-
ly entered upon, since the necessity for
the inauguration of such a policy would
be regretted by the best sentiment of
our people, and because it naturally
and logically might lead to consequenc-
es of the gravest character.

I take pleasure in calling your atten-
tion to the encomiums bestowed on
those vessels of our new navy which
took part in the notable ceremony of
the opening of the Kiel canal. It was
fitting that this extraordinary achieve-
ment of the newer German nationality
should be celebrated in the presence
of America's exposition of the latest
developments of the world's naval en-

ergy.
Our relations with Great Britain, al-

ways intimate and important, have de-

manded during the past year even a
greater share of consideration than is
usual. Several vexatious questions
were left undetermined by the decision
of the Behring sea arbitration tribunal.
The application of the principles laid
down on that august body has not been
followed by the results they were in-

tended to accomplish either because
the principles themselves lacked in
breadth and definiteness or because
their execution has Ibeen more or less
imperfect.

Mnch correspondence has been ex-

changed between the two governments
on the subject of preventing the exter-
mination of seals. The insufficiency of
the British patrol of Behring sea, un-

der the regulations agreed on by the
two governments, has been pointed
out, and yet only two British ships
have been on police duty during this
season in those waters. The need of a
more effective enforcement of existing
regulations, as well as the adoption of
such additional regulations as experi-
ence has shown to be absolutely neces-

sary to carry out the intent of the
award, have been earnestly urged upon
the British government, but thus

effective results. In the mean-
time the depletion of the seal herds by
means of pelagic hunting has so alarm-
ingly progressed that unless their
slaughter is at once effectively checked
their extinction within a few year3
seems to ibe a matter of atosolute cer-

tainty.
The understanding by which the Uni-

ted States was to pay, and Great Brit-
ain to receive, a lump sum of $425,000
in full settlement 6f all British claims
for damages arising from our seizure
of British sealing vessels unauthorized
under the award of the Paris tribunal
of arbitration, was not confirmed by
the last congress, which declined to
make the necessary appropriation. I
am still of the opinion that this " ar-

rangement was a judicious and advan-
tageous one for the government, and I
earnestly recommend that it be again
considered and sanctioned. If, hower-e- r,

this does not meet with the favor of
congress it certainly will hardly dissent
from the proposition that the government

is bound by every consideration
of honor and good faith to provide for
the epeedy adjustment of these claims
iby arbitration as the only other alter-
native. A treaty of arbitration has
therefore been agreed upon and will be
immediately laid before the senate so

that in one of the modes suggested a
final settlement may be reached.

Notwithstanding that Great. Britain
originated the proposal to enforce in-

ternational rules for the prevention of
collisions at sea, based on the recom-
mendations of the maritime conference
of Washington, and concurred in sug-
gesting March 1, 1895, s the date to
be set by proclamation for carrying
these rules into general effect, her maj-
esty's government, having encountered
opposition on the part of British ship-
ping interests, announced its inability
to accept that date, which was conse-

quently cancelled. The entire matter
Is still in abeyance, without prospect
of a better condition in the near future.

The commissioners appointed to mark
the International boundary in Passa-maquodd- y

Bay according to the de-

scription of the treaty of Ghent have
not yet fully agreed.

The completion of the preliminary
survey of that Alaskan boundary
which follows the contour of the coast
from the southernmost point of Prince
of Wales island until it strikes the one
hundred and forty-fir- st meridian at or
near the summit of 'Mount St. Elias
awaits further necessary appropria-
tion, which is urgently recommended.
This survey was undertaken under the
provisions of the contention entered in-

to by this country and Great Britain
July 22, 1892, and the supplementary
convention of February 3, 1894. As to
the remaining section of the Alaskan
boundary which follows the one hun-
dred and forty-fir- st meridian north-
wardly from Mount St. Elias to the
Frozen ocean, the settlement, of which
involves the physical location of the
meridian mentioned, no conventional
agreement has yet been made. The as-

certainment of a given meridian at a.

particular point is a work requiring
much time and careful observations
and surveys. Such observations and
surveys were undertaken by the United
States Coast and Geodectic Survey in
1890 and ISM. while similar work in
the same quarters, under Britten aus-
pices, are believed to give nearly coin-
cident results: but thse surveys have
been independently conducted, and i.o
international agreement to mark those
or any otner parts of the one hundred
and forty-firs- t! meridian toy permanent

tence by honest effort, we can not re-

gard such assemblages of distinctively
alien laborers, hired out In mass to the
profit of alien sp.cuiators and shipped
hither and thlth.r as the prospect of
gain may dictate, otherwise than, re-

pugnant to the spirit of our civilisation
deterrent to individual advancement,
and hindrances to the building up of
stable communities resting upon the
wholesome ambitions of the citizen, and
constituting the pecu prime factor in
the prosperity and progress of our na-

tion. If legislation can reach this
growing evil, it certainly should be at-

tempted.
UNFORTUNATE NEGJROES.

As a sequel to the failure to a scheme
for the colonization in. 'Mexico of ne-gr-

mostly immigrants from Alabama,
under contract, a great number of these
helpless and suffering people, starving
and smitten with contagious disease,
made their way orwere assisted to the
frontier, where In wretched plight, they
were quarantined by the Texas author-
ities, learning of their destitute con-

dition I directed rations to be tempo-
rarily furnished them through the war
department. At the expiration of their
quarantine they were conveyed by the
railway companies at comparitlvely
nominal rates to their, homes in Ala-
bama upon my assurance, in the ab-
sence of any fund available for the cost
of their transportation, that I would
recommend to congress an appropria-
tion for its payment. I now strongly
urge upon congress the propriety of
making such an appropriation. It
should be remembered that the meas-
ures taken were dictated not only by
sympathy and humanity, but by a con-

viction that it was not compatible with
the dignity Of this government that
so large a body of our dependent citi-
zens should he thrown for relief upon
the charity of a neighboring state.

Ira last year's message I narrated at
some length the jurisdictional questions
then freshly arisen in the .Mosquito In-

dian strip of Nicaragua.
RUSSIAN CONSULS.

Correspondence Is on foot touching
the practice of Russian consuls within
the jurisdiction of the United States to
interrogate citizens as to their race and
religious faith, and upon ascertainment
thereof to deny to Jews authentication
of passports or legal documents for use
in Russia. Ina?mueh as such a pro-

ceeding imposes a disability which in
the case of succession, to property in
Russia may be found to infringe the
treaty rights of our territorial jurisdic-
tion, it has dieted fitting remonstrance,
the result of which it is hoped will re-

move the cause of complaint.
SEALING VESSELS.

The pending claims of sealing vessels
of tho United States seized in Russian
waters remain unadjusted. Our recent
convention with Russia establishing a
modus Vivendi as to imperial jurisdic-
tion' in such cases' has prevented fur-
ther difficulty in this nature. The Rus-
sian, government has welcomed in prin-cil- e

our suggestion for a modus Vivendi
to embrace Great iBritain and Japan,
locking to the better preservation of
seal life in tb "North Pacific and Behr-

ing sea, and the extension of the pro-
tected area defined by the Paris Tribun-
al to all Pacific waters north of the
thirty-fift- h parallell. It is especially
noticeable that 'Russia favors prohibi-
tion of the U'e of firearms in seal hunt-
ing throughout the proposed area and
a longer closed season for pelagic seal-

ing.
THE CUBAN SITUATION.

Cuba is again gravely disturbed. An
insurrection, in some respects more ac-

tive than the last preceding revolt,
now exists im a large part of the east-
ern interior of the island. Besides dam-

aging the commercial exchanges of the
island, of which our country takes the
predominant share, this flagranti con-

dition of hostilities, by arousing sentiment-

-sympathy and inciting an adven-
turous spirit among our people, has en-

tailed earnest effort on the part of this
government to enforce obedience to our
neutrality laws and to prevent the ter-

ritory of the United States from being
abused as a vantage ground from
which to aid those in arms against
Spanish sovereignty. Whatever may
be the traditional sympathy of our
countrymen aB individuals with a peo-

ple who seem to be struggling for
larger autonomy and greater freedom',
deepened as such sympathy must be
In behalf of our neighbors, yet the
plain duty of this government is to ob-

serve in good faith the recognized obli-

gations of international relationship.
The performance of this duty should
not be made more difficult by a disre-

gard on the part of our citizens of the
obligations growing out of their allegi-
ance to their .country, which should re-

strain them from violating as individ-

uals the neutrality .which the nation of
which they are members is bound to
observe in its relations to friendly sov-

ereign states. Though neither the
warmth of our peoples' sympathy with
the Cuban insurgents, nor our loss and
material damage consequent upon the
futile endeavors thus far made to re-

store peace and order, nor any shock-ou-

human sensibilities may have re-

ceived from the cruelties which appear
to especially characterize this fiercely
conducted war, have in the least
shaken the determination of the gov-

ernment to honestly fulfill every inter-
national obligation, yet it is to be ear-

nestly hoped, on, every ground, that the
devastation of armed conflict may
speedily be stayed and order and quiet
restored to the distracted island, bring-
ing in their train the activity and thrift
of peaceful pursuits.

Military arrests of citizens of the
United States in Cuba have occasioned
frequent reclamations. Where held on
criminal charges their delivery to the
ordinary civil jurisdiction for trial has
been demanded and obtained in con-

formity with treaty provisions, and
where merely detained by way of mili-

tary precaution under a proclaimed
state of siege, without formulated ac-

cusation, their relase or trial has been
insisted upon. The right of American
consular officers in the island to prefer
protest and demands in such cases
having been questioned by the insular
authority their enjoyment of the privi-
lege stipulated by treaty for the con

monuments has yet been, made. In the
meantime the valley o the Yukon is
becoming a highway through the
hitherto unexplored wilds of Alaska,
and abundant mineral wealth has been
discovered in that region, especially
at or near the junction of the boundary
meridian with Tukun and its tributa-
ries. In these circumstances it is expe-pedlen- t,

and Indeed Imperative, that
the jurisdictional limits of the respec-
tive governments In this new region ha
speedily determined. Her Brlttanlc
majesty's government has proposed a
joint delimitation of the one hundred
and forty-fir- st meridian by an inter-
national commission of experts, which,
if congress will authorize it) and make
due provision therefor, can be accom-

plished with no unreasonable delay. It
Is impossible to overlook the vital Im-

portance of continuing the work al-

ready entered upon, and supplementing
it by further effective measures look-

ing to the exact location of this entire
boundary line.

I call attention to the unsatisfactory
delineation' of the respective juridic-tion- s

of the United States and the do-

minion of Canada in the great lakes at
the approaches to the narrow waters
that connect them. The waters in ques-
tion are frequented by fishermen of
both nationalities and their nets are
there used. Owing to the uncertainty
and ignorance as to the true boundary,
vexatious disputes and injurious seiz-

ures of boats and nets by Canadian
cruisers often occur, while any positive
settlement thereof 'by an accepted
standard is not easily to be reached. A

joint commission to determine the line
in those quarters, on a practical basis,
by measured .courses following range
marks on shore, is a necessity for which
immediate provision should be made.

THE VENEZUELAN MATTER.
It being apparent that the boundary

between Great Britain and the repub-
lic of Venezuela concerning the limits
of British Guiana was approaching an
acute stage, a definite statement of tho
interest and policy of the United States
as regards the controversy seemed to
be required both on its own account
and in view of its relations with the
friendly powers directly concerned. In
July last, therefore, a dispatch was ad-

dressed to our ambassador at London
for communication to the British gov-
ernment in which the attitude of the
United States was fully and distinctly
set. forth. The general conclusions
therein reached and formulated are in
substance that the traditional and es-

tablished policy of this government is
firmly opposed to a forcible increase by
any European power of its territorial
possessions on this continent; that this
policy is as well founded in principle
as it is strongly supported by numer-
ous precedents; that as a consequence
the United States is Ibonnd to protest
aigainst the enlargement of the area of
British Guiana in derogation of the
rights and against the will oi Venez-

uela; that, considering the disparity in
strength of Great Britain and Venez-

uela, the territorial dispute between
them can be reasonably settled only by
friendly and impartial arbitration and
that the resort, to such arbitration
should include the whole controversy,
and is not satisfied if one of the powers
concerned is permitted to draw an ar-

bitrary line through the territory, in de-

bate and to declare that it will submit
to arbitration. of the portion lying on
one side of it. In view of these conclu-

sions, the dispatch in question called
upon the British government for a def-

inite answer to the question whether it
would or not submit the territorial con-

troversy between itself and Venezuela
in its entirety to impartial arbitration.
The answer of the British government
has not yet been received, tout is ex-

pected shortly, when further communi-
cation on the subject, will probably be
made to the. congress.

HAWAII.
Early in January last an uprising

against the government of Hawaii was

promptly suppressed. "Martial law was
forthwith proclaimed and numerous
arrests were made of persons suspect-
ed of being in sympathy with the roy-
alist party. Among those were several
citizens of the United States, who were
either convicted Iby a military court
and sentenced to death, imprisonment
or fine, or were deported without trial.
The United States, while denying pro-
tection to such as had taken the Ha-

waiian oath of allegiance, insisted that
martial law, though altering the forms
of justice, could not supersede Justice
itself, and demanded stay of execution
until the proceedings had been submit-
ted to this government and knowledge
obtained therefrom that our citiziens
had received fair trial. The death
sentences were subsequently commuted
or were remitted on condition of leav-

ing the "islands. The cases of certain
Americans arrested and expelled by ar-

bitrary order without formal charge or
on trial have had attention, and in
some instances have been found to jus-

tify remonstrance and a claim for in-

demnity, which Hawaii has not thus
far conceded. Mr. Thurston, the Ha-

waiian minister, having furnished this
government abundant reason for ask-

ing that he be recalled, that course was
pursued, and his successor has lately
been received.

TH'E P.VDRONI SYSTEM.
The deplorable lynching of several

Italian laborers in Colorado was natur-
ally followed by international represen-
tations, and I am happy to say that
the b?st efforts of the state in which
the outrages occurred have been put
forth to discover and punish the au-

thors of this atrocious crime. The de-

pendent families of some of the unfor-
tunate victims invite by their deplora-
ble condition gracious provision for
their needs. These manifestations
against helpless aliens may be traced
through successive stages to the vic-

ious padroni system, which, unchecked
by our immigration and contract-labo- r

statutes, controls these workers from
the moment of landing on our shores,
and farms them out in distant and of-

ten rude resigns, where their cheapen-
ing competition in the fields of bread
winning toil brings then into collision
with oilier labor interests. While wel-

coming, as we siiou'J. those who seek
our snores to rr.erg- - themselves in our
body politic and win personal compe

the executive to consider what steps!
might properly be taken without

legislation to answer the need!
of a better system of consular appoint-
ments. The matter having been com-
mitted to the consideration of the sec-

retary of state, in pursuance of hisj
recommendation an executive order,
was Issued on the 20th of September
1S95, by the terms of which it la pro-
vided that after that date any va-

cancy in a consulate or commercial
agency with an1 annual salary or

from official fees of not more
than $2,500 or less than $1,000 should
be filled either by transfer or promo-
tion from some other position under
the department of state of a character
tending to qualify the incumbent fon
the position to be filled, or by the ap-
pointment of ai person not under tha
department of state, but having pre-
viously served thereunder and shown!
his capacity and fitness for consular
duty, or by the appointment of a per-
son who, having been selected 'by the!

president and sent to the 'board for ex-

amination, Is found, upon such exami-
nation, to be qualified for the position.
Posts which pay less than $1,000 being)
usually, on account of their small com-

pensation, filled toy selection from resi-
dents of the locality, it was not deemed!
practicable to put them under the newi
system. In execution of the executive
order referred to, the secretary of state
has designated as a board to conduct!
the prescribed examinations the third
assistant secretary of state, the solici-
tor of the department of state and tha
chief of the consular toureau, and haa
specified the subjects to which such, ex-

aminations shall relate. It is not as-

sumed that this system will prove al

full measure of consular reform, and itl
is quite probable that actual expert- - '

ence will show particulars in which tha
order already issued may be amendedi
and 'demonstrate that for the best re-

sults appropriate legislation by con-

gress is imperatively required. In any
event, these efforts to Improve the con-
sular service ought to toe supplemented!
by legislation providing for consular!
inspection. This has frequently been!
a subject of executive recommendation!
and I again urge such action toy con-

gress as will permit the frequent andl
thorough inspection of consulates toy;
officers appointed for that purpose op
toy persons already in the diplomatic!
orconsularservicei. Thejexpenselattend'- -.

ing such a plan would toe insigniflcantl
compared with its usefulness, and I
hope the legislation necessary to set Id
on foot will be speedily forthcoming.

(MORE STYLE 'N REEDED.
I am thoroughly convinced that irj

addition to their salaries our ambassa-- t

dors and ministers at foreign courta
should be .provided toy the, government
with official residences. The salaries
of those officers are comparatively

mall and in most cases insufficient to
pay, with other necessary expenses tha
cost of maintaining household estab-
lishments in keeping with their impor-
tant and delicate functions. The use-
fulness of a nation'si diplomatic repre-
sentative undeniably depends much up-
on the appropriateness of his surround-
ings, and a country like ours, svhila
avoiding unnecessary glitter and show,
should be certain that it does not suffeK
in its relations with foreign nationa
through parsimony and shabtoiness ia
its diplomatic outfit. These considera
tions and the other advantages of hav
ing .fixed and somewhat permanent lo-

cations for our embassies, would atoun
dantly justify the moderate expendU
ture necessary to carry out this eugges
tion.

FINAINIOE AND THE TARIFF. '

'As we turn from, a review of our for-

eign relations to the contemplation' ol
our national financial situation we ara
immediately aware that we approach a)

subject of idomestio concern more im
portant than, any other that can en
gage our attention. We are at present
in such a perplexing and delicate pre
dicament as to require prompt and wiss
treatment. fWe may well toe encourag
ed to earnest effort in this direotioa
when we recall the steps already taken i
toward improving our ecpnomio an(JP
finanoial situation and when we appre-
ciate how well the way has been pre-
pared for further progress toy an arous-e- d

and intelligent popular interest inj
these subjects. By command of thai
people a customs revenue system, dei
signed for the protection and benefit)
of favored1 classes at the expense of tha
great .mass of our countrymen, andl
which, while inefficient for the purposa
of reven.ue, curtailed our trade rela-
tions and impeded our entrance to tha
markets of the world, haa 'been super
seded toy a tariff policy which in prin-
ciple Is based upon a denial rvl the rlghj
of the government to obstruct the ave-
nues to our people's cheap living ojs
lessen their comfort and contentment,
for the sake of according especial ad-

vantages to favorites, and which, whila
encouraging our intercourse and trade
with other nations, recognizes the face
that American self reliance, thrift, ami
ingenuity can build up our country's
industries and develop its resources
more surely than enervating paternal-
ism. The compulsory purchase anil
coinage of silver toy the government,
unchecked and unregulated by business
conditions and heedless of our cur-

rency needs, which. for mora
than fifteen years diluted; out1

circulating medium undermined confl
dence abroad in our financial ability
and at last culminated in distress and
panic at home, haa "oeea recently stop-
ped toy the repsal of the laws whiohi
foroed this iwok'.sss acbeme upon tta
country. Tt thins thus accomplish-
ed, notwtthsUuidtos their xtreme im-

portance ani toeseflcKnt iTects. fail
far chrt of curing the monetary evila
frm which we suffer u a result c4
long lndubjsnee in ill advised financial
expedients.

THJ3 GREENBACKS AND GOLD.
The currency dnomir.ted Unite.!

States notes and coaimonly known as
grsenbacka was issued in large voluma
during the late clnl war, and was tn
tended originally to meet the exlgenois
of that period. It will be seen, by a
reference to 'the debate of congress ai
the time the laws were passed author
izins the issue of these notea
that their advocates declared they wer$

M.tsr ii okd.s vt.vn soxExniya sun
'J'lio Monroe Doctrine is Reaffirmed.

Neutrality la the Cuban Matter I.lttla
Talk About tha Tariff Sound Flnuii-ci- al

Uoctiine Ilouoxt Money and
ItoneHt Debt-payin- g.

uee!tl(ns.

To the Congress of the United States:
Tha present assemblage of the legis-

lative toranch of our government occurs
at a time when the interests of our peo-

ple and 'the needs of the country give
especial prominence to the condition of
our foreign relations and the exigen-
cies of our national finances. The re-

ports of the heads of the several ad-

ministrations departments of the gov-

ernment fully and plainly exhibit what
has been accomplished within- tha scope
of their respective duties and present
such recommendations for the better-
ment of our country's condition as pa-

triotic and intelligent labor and obser-
vation suggest. I therefore deem my
executive duty adequately performed
at this- term 'by presenting to the con-

gress the important phases of our situ-
ation as related to our intercourse with
foreign nations, and a statement of the
financial problems which confront us
without, except as they are related to
thesn topics, any reference to the de-

partmental operations. I earnestly in-

vite, however, not only the careful con-

sideration, but the severely critical
scrutiny of the congress and my fellow-countryme- n,

to the reports concerning
these departmental operations. If just-
ly and fairly examined they will fur-
nish proof of assiduous and painstaking
care for the public welfare.

OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS.
By amendatory tariff legislation in

January last, the Argentine Republic
recognizing the value of the large mar-
ket opened to the free importation' of
its Wools under our last, tariff act, has
admitted certain products of the United
States to entry at reduced 'duties. It
Is pleasing to note that the efforts we
have made to enlarge the exchanges
of trade on a sound basis of mutual
Ibeneflt are in this instance appreciated
by the country from which our woolen
factories draw their needful supply of
raw material.

The missions boundary dispute be
tween the Argentine Republic and Bra
zil referred to the president of the Unit-
ed States as arbitrator during the term
of my predecessor and which was sub-
mitted to me for determination, result-
ed in an award im favor of Brazil upon
the historical and documentary evi-

dence presented, thus ending a
controversy and again dem-

onstrating the wisdom and desirability
of settling international 'boundary dis-

putes by recourse to friendly arbitra-
tion. ''

Negotiations 'are progressing for a re-

vival of the United States and Chilean
claims commissions, whose work was
abruptly terminated last year by the
expiration of the stipulated time within
which awards could be made.

The resumption of specie payments
(by Chili is a step of great interest and
importance both in its direct conse-

quences upon her own welfare and as
levinoing the ascendency of sound
financial principles In one of the most
influential of the 'South American re-

publics.
The close of the momentous struggle

.between China and Japa.n, while reliev-

ing the diplomatic agents of this gov-
ernment from the delicate duty they
undertook at the request of both coun-

tries, of rendering such service to the
subjects of either Ibelligerent within the
territorial limits of the other as our
neutral position permitted, develops a
domestic condition in the Chinese em-

pire which has caused much anxiety
and called for prompt and careful at-

tention. Either as a result of a weak
control ty the central government over
the provincial administrations, follow-

ing a diminution of traditional govern-
mental authority under the system of
an overwhelming national disaster, or
as a manifestation upon good opportu-
nity of the aversion of Chinese popula-
tion to all foreign ways and undertak-
ings, there have occurred in widely
separated provinces of China serious
outbreaks of the old fanatical spirit
against foreigners which, unchecked
Iby the local authorities, if not actually
connived at by them, have culminated
jn mob .attacks on foreign missionary
stations, causing much destruction of
property, and attendant with personal
Injuries as well as loss of life. Al
though but one American citizen was
reported to have ibeen actually wound- -
ed and although the destruction of
property may have fallen more heavily
upon the missionaries of other nation-
alities than our own, it plainly be-

hooved this government to take the
most prompt and decided action to
guard against similar or perhaps more
dreadful calamities befalling the
hundreds of American mission
Btations which have grown up
throughout the interior of China under
the temperate rule of toleration, cus-
tom and imperial edict. The demands
of the United States and other poiwers
for the degradation and punishment of
ihf responsible officials of the respec-
tive cities and provinces, who, by neg-le- st

or otherwise, had permitted upris-
ings, and for the adoption of stern
measures by the emperor's government
for the protection of the life and prop-
erty of foreigners were followed by the
disgrace and dismissal of certain pro-
vincial officials found derelict in duty,
and the punishment by death of a num-

ber of those adjudged guilty of actual
participation in the outrages. This
government also insisted that a special
American commission should visit the:
province where the first disturbance
occurred, for the purpose of investiga- -
tion. This latter commission, formed
after much opposition, has gone over- -
land from Tientsin, accompanied by a
suitable Chinese escort, and by its dem-- j

onstration of the readiness and ability
of our government to protect its citi-- !
zens, act, it is believed, as a most
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imined.
The .enforcement of differential du-

ties against products of this country
exported to Cuba and Puerto Rico
prompted the immediate claim on our
part to the benefit of the minimum ta-
riff of Spain in return for the most fa-

vorable treatment permitted by our
laws as regards the production of
Spanish territories. A commercial ar-

rangement was concluded in Jaunary
last securing the treatment so claimed.

Vigorous protests against excessive
fines imposed on our ships and mer-

chandise by the customs officers of
these islands for travel or trivial errors
have resulted in the remission of such
fines in instances where the equity of
the complaint was apparent, though
the vexatious practice has not been
wholly discontinued.

AFFAIRS IN TURKEY.
Occurrences in Turkey have contin-

ued to excite concern. The reported
massacres of Christians in Armenia
and the development there and in.
other districts of a spirit of fanatic
hostility to Christian influences natu-
rally excited apprehension for the safe-

ty of the devoted men and women who,
as dependents of the foreign missiona-
ry societies in the United States, reside
in Turkey under the guarantee of law
and usage and in the legitimate, per-
formance of their educational and reli-

gious mission. No efforts have been
spared 'in their behalf, and their pro-
tection in person And property has Ibeen

earnestly and vigorously (enforced by
every means within our power. I re-

gret, however, that an attempt on our
part to Obtain better information con-

cerning the true condition of affairs in
the disturbed quarter of the Ottoman
empire, by sending thither the United
States consul at Sivas to make investi-
gation and report, was thwarted by the
objections of the Turkish government.
This movement on our part was in no
sense meant as a gratuitous entangle-
ment of the United Stat.ee in the

eastern question, nor as an off-
icious interference with the right and
duty which belong .by treaty to certain
great European powers, calling for
their intervention in political matters
affecting the good government and re-

ligious freedom of the
subjects of the Sultan, but it arose
solely from our desire to have an accu-
rate knowledge of the conditions in our
efforts to care for those .entitled to our
protection.

The presence of our naval vessels,
which are now in the vicinity of the
disturbed localities, affords opportuni-
ties to acquire a familiarity with the
condition of affairs and will enable ua
to take suitable steps for the protection
of any interestes of our countrymen
within reach of our ships that might be
imperilled. The Ottoman government
has 'lately issued an imperial irade ex-

empting forever from taxation an
American college for girls at Scutari.
Repeated assurances have also been
obtained by our envoy at Constanti-
nople that similar institutions, main-
tained and administered by our coun-
trymen, shall be secured in the enjoy-
ment of all rights and that our citizens
throughout the empire shall be pro-
tected. The government, however, in
view of existing facts, is far from rely-
ing upon such assurances as the limit
of its duty. Our minister has been
vigilant and alert in affording all pos-
sible protection in individual cases
where danger threatened or safety was
imperilled. We have sent ships as far
toward the points of actual disturb-
ance as it was possible for them to go,
where they offer refuge to those obliged
to flee, and we have the promise of
other powers which have ships in the
neighborhood that our citizens as well
as theirs will be received and

on board those ships. On the
demand of our minister, orders have
been issued by the Sultan that Turk-
ish soldiers shall guard and escort to
the coast American refugees. These or-

ders have been carried out, and our
latest intelligence gives assurance of
the present personal safety of our citi-
zens and missionaries. Though thus
far no lives of American citizens have
been sacrificed, there can be no doubt
that serious loss and) destruction of
mission property have resulted from
riotous conflicts and outrageous at-
tacks.

By treaty several of the most power-
ful European powers have secured a
right and have assumed a duty not on-

ly in behalf of their own citizens and
in furtherance of their own interests,
but as agents of the Christian world.
Their right is to enforce such conduct
of the Turkish government as will re-

strain fanatical brutality, and if this
fails, their duty is to so interfere as to
insure against such dreadful occur-
rences in Turkey as have lately
shocked civilization. The powers de-

clare this right and this duty to be
theirs alone, and it is earnestly hoped
that promised and .effective action on
their part will not be delayed.

The new consulates at Erzoroumi and
Harpoot, for which appropriation was
made last session, have been provision-
ally filled by trusted employes of th
department of state. These appointees,
though now in Turkey, have not yet
received their exeqatursv

THE CONSULAR SERVICE.
In view of the growth of our interests

in foreign countries and the encourag-
ing prpspects for a general expansion
of our commerce, the question of an im-

provement in the consular service has
increased in importance and urgency.
Though there Is no doubt that the great
body of consular officers are rendering
valuable service to the trade and In-

dustries of the country, the need of
some plan of appointment and control
which would tend to secure a higher
average of efficiency cannot be denied.
The importance of the subject has led


